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Upcoming 

Events 

August 1-9 
Office will be closed! 
 
August 18 
Family Work Day 

August 20 
Student Orientations in 
the Morning 

7pm Parent Orientation 

August 21 
First day of classes 

September 3 
NO SCHOOL 

October 29 - Novem-
ber 2 
Book Fair 

September 21 
Substitute Teacher 
Training at 9:30 am and 
1:30 pm 

October 5 
Parent Infant Class Be-
gins 
 
October 25-26 
NO SCHOOL 

Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences 
 
November 13-14 
School Pictures 

November 22-23 
NO SCHOOL 
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Letter from the Executive Director 
As summer camp is ending, teachers are busy preparing for the school year to 

start.  It is hard to believe how quickly summer is coming to an end.  Carpets are 

being cleaned and floors are being waxed in all the building so teachers can set 

up classrooms for students to return.   

Toddler teachers are scheduling home visits to meet with the students and their 

family.  Office staff is getting all pertinent information in the database before 

school begins.  Please turn in all the forms if you have not done so already.  We 

have quite a few families abroad or relocating during summer months but most 

of you have been sending forms to the school in spite of your travel.  We appre-

ciate your help. 

Our vegetable garden and potted plants are surviving the drought conditions be-

cause teachers have been taking turns watering all summer.  Chipmunks and 

ground hogs have been destroying the plants and were trapped and relocated so 

students can harvest summer/fall vegetables when they return to school. 

We are looking forward to welcoming all of you back to MSGL to start the 2012

-13 school year.  All the best from us to you! 

Suman 
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July Summer Camp 2012 
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Parent Work Day 
Itôs time to get our campus ready for the new school year! Please join us on Saturday, August 

18th, from 9am-noon. Bring your gardening gloves and tools and be ready to work! There 

will not be any childcare available, but feel free to bring your children with you, thereôs plenty 

for everyone to participate in.  

 

Please direct any questions to Cary Kerr at carykerr@gmail.com 

See you there!! 

Forms Due!! 

We need ALL forms turned in this week. This includes:  

* Emergency Cards 

* Student Health Records 

* Photocopy of Birth Certificates  

* Developmental Histories  

* Service Hours Sign-Ups 

* Automatic Tuition Debits  

Salutations Willow Children and Families, 

 

Welcome to the new school year! Eunsuk 

and I are very excited to meet the children 

and parents of the Willow Classroom. Al-

though this will be the first year Eunsuk 

and I will be working together, she and I 

are not new to Montessori School of 

Greater Lafayette. Eunsuk acquired her 

Bachelor and Master Degrees in Education 

from Korea. She obtained her Montessori 

Certification from New York and has been 

working in the Preprimary Classroom at 

MSGL for six years. She is married and 

has two sons who attend Cumberland 

School. She resides with her family in 

West Lafayette. 

 

I acquired my Bachelor Degree in Educa-

tion with a Kindergarten Endorsement 

from Purdue University. I obtained my 

Montessori Certification from I.U. South 

Bend and have been working at MSGL for 

eight years. I spent two years working in 

the Elementary One Program and six years 

working in the Preprimary Program. All 

six years were spent in the Willow Class-

room and one year as a lead teacher in the 

Canoe Birch Classroom. I am married and 

have a 9 month old son. My family and I 

reside in Lafayette. 

 

Phase-In Week 

 

We will start the year off with ñPhase-In 

Weekò. This is a typical and vital step to 

the beginning of the Montessori School 

Year. On Monday, August 20th, the new 

students visit the Willow Classroom. The 

new children get a chance to meet their 

teachers and find their locker, cubby and 

box where they will store their extra 

clothes. If you and your child will be visit-

ing the classroom on Monday, August 

20th, feel free to bring a set of extra 

clothes including undergarments to place 

in your childôs box. That evening at 7:00 

PM will be Parent Orientation located on 

the MSGL playground. This event pro-

vides the families a chance to meet the 

entire staff, other families and gather infor-

mation from your childôs teacher/s. The 

teacher/s are there to answer any question 

or concerns you may have. 

 

The week of Tuesday August 21st-24th the 

children come to class on their assigned 

day. The new children and the oldest chil-

dren are the first to attend class. The pur-

pose of the Phase-In Week is to facilitate 

the child in acclimating to the new envi-

ronment. Such presentations as the snack 

routine, how to use the Montessori rugs, 

bathroom routine, presentations on the 

Montessori Materials and how to complete 

the work cycle are all addressed during 

Phase-In Week. With a smaller group start-

ing first, this allows the teachers to work 

with the children on a more individual 

basis. The older children are there as a 

support and mentor for the new and 

younger children to model after. 

 

We hope you are having a great summer 

full of joyful family memories. We look 

forward to the upcoming school year! 

 

Best wishes, 

Kelly and Eunsuk 

Willow Class Notes 
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Class Assignments & Orientation Times 
It seems like summer just started, but the new school year is just around the corner. During the 
first week of  August, you will receive a letter containing the following: 
* classroom assignments for your child(ren) 
* classroom orientation times (Monday, August 20) 
* start dates for your child(ren) 
* family login and password to www..msgl.org 
 

For the lastest news and happenings, join us on facebook at   
www.facebook.com/MSGL72 

Happy Birthday, MSGL! 
In August,1972, the Montessori School of Greater Lafayette opened 

its doors for the very first time. What began as a small, grass-roots ef-

fort led by a handful of dedicated parents has since matured into the 

AMS-accredited, staff and parent-operated school we all enjoy today. 

Our current community represents only a small number of the count-

less families MSGL has served over the years, and we have the unique 

opportunity of celebrating together this great milestone in the life of 

our school. 

Ian Kaplan, father of Rosie and Isabelle 

Kaplan, will be at the White House to re-

ceive the Presidental Early Career award 

for Scientists and Engineers!  Congratula-

tions Ian!   

 

Below is an article from WBAA. 

 

National science award winners include 

two from Purdue 

 

By Mike Loizzo  

 

Two Purdue professors will be at the 

White House next week to receive recogni-

tion for their work. They are recipients of 

the Presidential Early Career awards for 

Scientists and Engineers. 

 

Entomology Assistant Professor Ian Kap-

lan says he was surprised to learn about the 

nomination and is honored to be recog-

nized for his work on ecological pest man-

agement. 

 

"People are familiar with insects that are 

pests, but a lot of species are beneficial. 

Whether they're native bees that pollinate 

crops or insects that eat other insects that 

are pests." 

 

His work includes understanding plant-

insect interactions and the chemical ecol-

ogy of insects to implement best practices. 

Kaplan says an administrator at the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture nominated him 

for the award. 

 

"Most of our work deals with understand-

ing, using ecological approaches towards 

pest management in agricultural systems, 

mostly vegetable crops." 

 

Engineering Education Assistant Professor 

Alice Pawley researches why some groups 

have remained chronically under-

represented in engineering degree pro-

grams. 

 

"It's a pretty hot topic. There is a lot of 

interest in the area. There's a lot of recog-

nition that under-representation is a prob-

lem. So, I knew that was of interest to a lot 

of people." 

 

Pawley also received a Faculty Early Ca-

reer Development award in 2010 from the 

National Science Foundation. She says to 

receive funding from the NSF and then to 

have them nominate her work for the presi-

dential award is a real honor. 

 

"What's most important is that we're using 

story-telling methods to hear about 

[students'] experiences. We're using those 

to think about how institutions, like univer-

sities and colleges of engineering, are de-

signed to allow to make life easier for 

some lived experiences and more difficult 

for others." 

 

The awards are given out at a White House 

ceremony next week. 

 

http://wbaa.org/post/national-science-

award-winners-include-two-

purdue#.UA_6I-n01Go.email 

Congratulations to Ian Kaplan! 

http://www.facebook.com/MSGL72
http://www.facebook.com/MSGL72


6 

 

UPDATED: MSGL Calendar 2012-2013 
August  
8/13  Mon  Teaching Staff Returns  

8/20  Mon  New student Orientation, schedules during school hours, 15 minute visits by appointment.  

  Parent Orientation, 7 pm  

8/21  Tues Toddler 5-day begins  

  Morning Preprimary begins for new students and returning 5 year olds  

  Cultural Program begins for returning preprimary students  

  Extended Day begins  

  Elementary begins for 1st yr. student (8:30-11:30) for 2nd & 3rd yr. elementary students (12:00-3:00)  

  Early Arrival, All Day and After School programs begins for children attending regular sessions  

8/22  Wed  Spanish Preprimary begins for returning preprimary students  

  Afternoon Preprimary begins for returning preprimary students  

  3-day Morning Preprimary begins 

  Elementary 1st yr. students, half day (8:30-11:30), 2nd & 3rd yr. elementary students (12:00ï3:00)  

8/23  Thurs  Cultural Program begins for new students  

  Elementary for new and returning students begin full day  

8/24  Fri  Morning Preprimary begins for returning 4 year olds  

  Spanish Preprimary begins for new students  

  Afternoon Preprimary begins for new students  

8/27  Mon  Toddler 2-day begins  

8/29  Wed  Toddler 3-day begins  

**Orientation letters explaining program start dates will be mailed in July**  

  

September  
9/3  Mon  No School: Labor Day Holiday  

9/17-21   Student Lice Checks  

9/21  Fri  Substitute Teacher training, 9:30am & 1:30pm 

  

October  
10/3  Wed  Parent Orientation Meeting for Parent/Infant group 6:30 pm (tentative date)  

10/5   Fri  Parent/Infant class begins  

10/25  Thurs  No School: Parent/Teacher Conferences for all students  

10/26  Fri  No School for Students: Staff Training  

  

November  
11/13  Tues School Picture Day & Family Photo Night 

11/14  Wed  School Picture Day 

11/21  Wed  School closes at 3:00 p.m. for the holidays  

11/22  Thurs  No School: Thanksgiving Break  

11/23  Fri  No School: Thanksgiving Break  

  

December  
12/21  Fri  Winter Break begins at close of day  

  

January  
1/7  Mon  Teachers return  

1/8  Tue  Students return  

1/14-18   Student Lice Checks  

  

February  
2/18  Mon  No School for Students: Staff - Professional Day  

  Parent/Teacher Conferences for Elementary I & Extended Day  

  

March  
3/8  Fri  Re-Enrollment forms due  

3/11-15  Mon-Fri  No School: Spring Break  

3/18  Mon  School resumes  

  

April  
4/6 Sat Auction 

4/18  Thurs  No school: Parent/Teacher Conferences for Preprimary and Toddler students  

4/19  Fri  No school: Staff Training  

  

May  
5/27  Mon  No School: Memorial Day Holiday  

5/29  Wed  Last day of school for students  

5/31  Fri  Last day for staff  

 June/July 2012 Summer Camp: Week of June 11, June 18, June 25, July 9, July 16, July 23 
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Thank You 
A big thank you goes out to Dena and Mike Saunders for helping us take down a few trees 

surrounding the parking lot.  The children attending summer camp even got to see the tree 

fall down and well as learn about trees, tree rings, and safety gear used while cutting down 

trees.  Now the MSGL students have new logs and stumps to use for imaginative play.  

Thank you! 

Smugmug Photo Site 

MSGL uses Smugmug to house all of our school photos.  The photo 

site is password protected and secure.   You will be emailed the site 

address and the password in August.  Please check here often as pic-

tures are uploaded all year! 

Office Closed - August 1-9 
Please note that the MSGL office will be closed August 1-9 due to floor 

and carpet cleaning.  Have a great week! 

 

Thank you, 

MSGL Office Staff 

Letôs show off our amazing 

school and students! 

 

Introducing MSGLôs first Annual 

Photography Contest, where you 

can submit photos to compete for 

monthly prices and a chance to be 

featured in AMS magazineôs Mon-

tessori Life. 

 

You don't need to be a professional 

photographer or even have a fancy 

camera.  We are interested in pho-

tographs of children from around 

MSGL who are actively involved in 

work or play. Images of students 

using Montessori materials are es-

pecially welcome.  Photos of 

MSGL school grounds and materi-

als are also welcome.  

  

Contest Guidelines: 

1. You may submit up to 3 pictures 

per month. 

2. All photos must be emailed to 

info@msgl.org by the 20th of every 

month.  Enteries must include: 

Your name, Title of the photo,  En-

try category/month,  Brief descrip-

tion of the photo, and  Contact in-

formation. 

3. Every photo submission must be 

accompanied by a photo release 

form, giving MSGL permission to 

publish the photo. If children are 

featured in a photo submission, 

MSGL must receive a photo release 

form, signed by a parent or guard-

ian, for each child pictured.  

4. All photos must be taken on 

MSGL school grounds. 

5. All photo submissions will be 

posted on the MSGL facebook page 

for voting.  The picture with the 

most ñlikesò will win!  

Winning photos will be featured 

in the 2012-13 yearbook, high-

lighted on our facebook page, our 

smugmug page, and our website 

as well as submitted to the Mon-

tessori Life magazine.  Monthly 

winners will also receive a prize! 

 

Every photo submission gains you 

an entry to win a 

new digital cam-

era!   
 

Visit www.msgl.org 

for more details. 

MSGLôs Photography Contest 

javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(105,110,102,111,64,109,115,103,108,46,111,114,103)+'?subject=Photo%20Contest%20Entry&body=Your%20Name%3A%0ATitle%20of%20Photo%3A%20%0AEntry%20Category%2FMonth%3A%0ABrief%20Description%3A%0AContact%20
http://www.msgl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Pgp6V8BGcEo%3d&tabid=293
http://www.msgl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Pgp6V8BGcEo%3d&tabid=293
http://www.msgl.org/SupportMSGL/PhotographyContest/tabid/293/Default.aspx
http://www.msgl.org/SupportMSGL/PhotographyContest/tabid/293/Default.aspx
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