
  

 

Take a look at the Google homepageðand see how 

that Internet giant is celebrating the birthday of Dr. 

Maria Montessori today, August 31! Google foun-

ders Sergey Brin and Larry Page have been outspo-

ken in crediting the role their Montessori education 

has had on their success. 

We join Larry and Sergey and the rest of the world 

in paying tribute to Maria on this day! 

 

Maria Montessori was a physician, educator, femi-

nist, and peace activist. In the 105 years since the 

opening of the first Casa dei Bambini in 1907, mil-

lions of children worldwide have been supported in their quest to ñhelp me to do it 

alone!òðand to become the responsible, respectful, curious, and caring citizens of the 

future.  

 

If Dr. Montessori were at a birthday celebration in any one of the many thousands of 

schools that bear her legacy, she would be circling a ñsunò 82 timesðonce for each 

year of her life, 1870 ï 1952. With each circumnavigation, we would have yet another 

remarkable achievement of hers to heraldðincluding a breathtaking 3 nominations for 

a Nobel Peace Prize.  

 

The groundbreaking principles developed by Dr. Montessori are the ones that still in-

spire our work today. It is our honor and privilege to be walking in her footsteps 

alongside you, the passionate and dedicated members of the Montessori community. 
 

Article from: AMS. 2011. American Montessori Society. 31 Aug. 2012 <http://amshq.org/About%20AMS/News%20and%20Announcements/Announcements/2012/8-31%

20Happy%20Birthday%20Maria%20Montessori.aspx> 
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UPCOMING 

Events 

September 3 
NO SCHOOL  
 
September 26 
Montessori Basics 6-
7:30 pm 
 
September 21 
Substitute Teacher 
Training  9:30 am and 
1:30 pm 
 
October  1 & 3 
Denver Assessments 
 
October 3 
Parent Infant Orienta-
tion at 6:30 pm 
 
October 5 
Parent Infant Class 
Begins  
 
October 24 
Speech & Hearing 
Screening 
 
October 25-26 
NO SCHOOL  
 
October 25 
Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences  
 
October 26 
Staff Training Day 
 
Oct. 29ñNov. 2 
Book Fair 
 
November 7 
Speech & Hearing 
Screening 
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Welcome! I hope your child has settled back into the classroom routine.  After a hectic week all the teachers 

have the classrooms ready for students.  The beginning of the year is always tough for the toddler teachers.  

Teachers have to establish safety rules while comforting children and wiping tears.  

After a really hot summer and drought in central Indiana we all welcomed the rain that fell in August.  We ap-

preciate all of you coming to the parent orientation in pouring rain.  As Amanda (vice president of the board) 

mentioned in her welcome speech, MSGL is celebrating 40 years of service to this community and we will have 

different events to mark this anniversary.  We hope all of you will join us! 

On September 26 MSGL will have a Montessori Basics class for parents in the evening.  Please sign up to at-

tend; this class is designed to introduce parents to the Montessori philosophy, areas in the classroom and ma-

terials associated with each area.  You will hear your child mention items they are working with so it is good 

to be informed about those activities.  New families benefit immensely from this class. 

A very big thank you to all the families who came out on parent work day to help with 

clean up, set up and mulch - tons and tons of mulch.  Children should be safer as they 

use the monkey bars, slides and other equipments.   

Pre-primary and elementary specials, yoga, sound-table (learning letter sounds), music, 

art and Spanish language (elem.) will start after Labor Day, have a great weekend! 

Suman 

Weekly Classroom Updates on MSGL Website 
Don't forget to check your classoom webpage(s) on the MSGL website (www.msgl.org).  The teachers have been busy blogging 

weekly and adding pictures and vidoes of what has been happening in the classroom.  In order to view the classroom webpage(s) you 

must use the assigned login and password that was mailed to you in your orientation letter.  Please contact the office if you have 

problems accessing your account. 

Letter from the Executive Director 

Celebrating 40 years! 

Mark your calendars: Saturday, October 27th 

 

MSGL will be celebrating our 40 years as a school at the  

Lafayette Brewing Company.   

 

Invitations are in the mail! 
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Parking Lot safety: SLOW DOWN 
MSGL wishes to foster a safe and re-

spectful environment for everyone. We 

have a lot of cars and kids coming 

through the parking lot every day.  Our 

parking lot is small and can get tightly 

packed.  Please follow the parking lot 

rules and drive safely through our park-

ing space. 

 

Thank you for doing your part to 
keep MSGL a safe and efficient 

school!  

¶ Stay to the right as you enter the 

main parking lot 

¶ Do not cross the double yellow 

line 

¶ Watch for and yield to pedestrians 

in the crosswalk 

¶ The speed limit in the parking lot 

is 5 miles per hour 

¶ Watch out for children, parents, or 

strollers coming from behind parked 

cars 

¶ Do not drive through designated 

parking spaces 

¶ The pattern in the main parking 

lot is counterclockwise 

¶ Park in designated parking spaces 

¶ If dropping off at the elementary 

house, stay as far out of the traffic pat-

tern as possible 

Playground Guidelines 
We have school rules regarding the 

playground that we hope you will en-

force when your children are under your 

care and playing on school grounds. 

These rules are intended to keep our en-

vironment safe, clean, and promote re-

spect and responsibility to our play-

ground as well as to others.  

 

¶ Do not climb the trees 

¶ Please walk up the stairs 

¶ Climb up stairs and slide down slide 

¶ Use chalk on sidewalks or court 

only 

¶ Woodchips stay on the ground 

¶ Trikes stay on sidewalks and are 

stored in the shed 

¶ Balls stay on the basketball court 

and are stored in the shed 

¶ Flowers are for looking at, touching, 

and smelling. No picking! 

¶ Logs, stumps, and wood cookies 

need to stay on the grass under the wil-

low tree 

¶ No gum on the playground 

¶ If enjoying snacks while on the 

playground, please: 

§ Have 

children sit on benches or curb 

until finished eating 

§ Throw away all trash in large 

trash barrels 

§ Pick up and throw away large 

crumbs so another child doesnôt 

pick it up and eat it 

¶ Only adults may open gates. Please 

discourage children from climbing 

on gates to unlatch them.  

¶ No climbing on the fences 

 

Thanks for your cooperation in 

Missing parts to a toy 
We are missing two parts to the clock toy (pictured).  If you have seen these pieces, please 

return them to the Maple classroom. 

 

Thank you! 



4 

 

Montessori Basic Workshop: September 26, 6-7:30 pm 

Every year, MSGL offers classes for 

parents of MSGL students. These 

classes, or workshops, educate the par-

ent on what a Montessori school is and 

how it differs from the more 

ñtraditionalò approach. Teachers ex-

plain the room set-ups (rooms are or-

ganized into several curriculum areas) 

and how children acquire skills in these 

different areas. Actual activities are 

explained and demonstrated. 

All parents who are new to Montes-

sori are required to attend. Returning 

parents who would like to learn more 

are equally welcome. 

The workshops will be offered on 

Wednesday, September 26th at 6:00pm.  

Free childcare will be available for 

children 2+ years. Please register your 

child(ren) at the office beforehand. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Speech and Hearing Test: October 24 and November 7 
Purdue Audiology 

Department will 

be visiting MSGL 

on October 6th 

and October 13th  

from 8:45 AM ï 

12 PM. They will conduct both speech 

and hearing tests.  Paperwork will be 

sent home with each child as the date 

gets closer. If you would like your child 

to be tested, please fill out the paperwork 

and send it back to school. There is a 

small charge per test, payable to Purdue 

University. 

Substitute Teacher Training: Sept. 21, 9:30 am & 1:30 pm 

MSGL requires that new substitutes  

attend the substitute teacher training ses-

sion taught by Suman, executive direc-

tor, at two different times on Friday, 

September 21 at 9:30 am and 1:30 pm.  

This will give you an overview of what 

to expect in the classroom. 

 Please contact the office if you wish 

to attend this session and be a part of our 

wonderful substitute teachers. 

 If you are currently a substitute 

teacher and have already participated 

this training session, you are not obli-

gated to attend.  Please look over your 

times/availability to make sure what we 

have is accurate. 

All parents who are new 

to Montessori are         

required to attend.  

 

Sign-up in Office. 

For the latest news, happenings, and general Montessori fun, join 
us on facebook at  
                                  www.facebook.com/MSGL72  

EventLink is a service that allows you to receive emergency alerts and reminders for events directly from MSGL. The 

system gives you total control over which reminders you receive, and when and how you receive them.  

  

MSGL going to be a part of this wonderful service for the 2012-13 school year.  Please sign-up to receive reminders for 

the many activities going on throughout MSGL.  These reminders can be sent to your email, phone via text or both!  We 

will also be using EventLink to help notify parents of emergency closings (e.g. snow closing, 2-hour delay, early dis-

missal, etc.)  MSGL always posts any closing or delays on WLFI but this will be an immediate way of getting that infor-

mation.  Since we are fortunate to have this service, we will not be sending out all school emails with emergency 

alerts.  We will use EventLink.  Itôs a completely FREE service for parents, so please take a few minutes to sign up. 

  

CLICK the link below to sign up! 

  

https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup.php 

For%20the%20lastest%20news%20and%20happenings,%20join%20us%20on%20facebook%20at%20http:/www.facebook.com/#!/
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup_activate.php
https://www.eventlink.com/public/index.php
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup_activate.php
https://www.eventlink.com/new_user_signup.php
https://www.eventlink.com/public/index.php
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The Big Bang 

Every year begins with a bangéthe Big 

Bang, that is.  On Friday, August 24 the 

1st and 2nd year children gathered outside 

the main classroom waiting for the door to 

open.  The 3rd year students were already 

inside, their charts and experiments at the 

ready.  When the door opened, the children 

came into a dark and cool room.  From the 

ceiling hung a large black balloon.  When 

everyone was seated, music was heard and 

Miss Marilyn began to tell the story of the 

Big Bang.  When the story told of the Big 

Bang exploding, the balloon was popped 

and out came little stars.  The story contin-

ued through the force of attraction drawing 

the particles together, the formation of the 

planets, and the cooling of earth as volca-

noes erupted and rain eventually began, 

filling the oceans.  Meanwhile the 3rd year 

students performed experiments and dem-

onstrations to illustrate these events.  We 

stopped the story after rain came to earth 

and when the first squiggles of life ap-

peared.  The 3rd year students also helped 

by holding up charts showing the stars and 

planets.  This is a role all children will get 

to play as they move into the third grade.  

They all look forward to the year when 

they get to be an important part in this 

presentation. 

 

After the presentation we moved into the 

multi-purpose room for more experiments 

followed by artwork. Finally, everyone 

drew their own impression of the Big Bang 

on black paper with oil pastels.  Be sure to 

stop in and see their beautiful drawings. 

 

This story leads into other presentations 

called ñThe Great Stories.ò  We will be 

learning about atoms and molecules next, 

followed by experiments on gravity.  It is 

an exciting way to begin the year. 

 

1st Year Personal Timelines 

The first year students will be studying the 

notion of time this year.  Each student will 

need to bring in the age of each family 

member (they may include pets and grand-

parents if they wish).  If you are sensitive 

about your age, you may round down your 

age!  They will need these by Tuesday, 

September 4. 

 

The following week we will begin working 

on the personal timelines of their lives.  

Each child will need a photo from each 

year of his/her life.  Color copies from 

printers are fine if you do not wish to send 

in the originals.  They will be writing 

about something important that happened 

to them for each year of their life.  You 

may want to help him/her write something 

down, or discuss this with your child.  

They will need these photos by Monday, 

September 10. 

 

No Peanut Butter 

This year we have a child who 

has an allergy to nuts.  Her al-

lergy is not airborne, however, 

we do not want to risk getting 

any peanut butter (or any nut 

butters) on her food that could 

accidentally be consumed by 

her.  Since peanut putter is so 

sticky we are banning it.  

Therefore, we are asking that 

you do not send any peanut 

butter to school with your child.  

Nuts in things such as cookies 

and granola bars are okay.   

 

Field Trip  

Just a reminder to parents to be sure your 

child is protected from the sun on our trip 

to Camp Tecumseh on Wednesday, August 

29.  Please apply sunscreen in the morning 

and send a hat and appropriate clothes and 

shoes with your child (no sandals or crocs, 

please).  Also, please send a car seat if 

your child needs one.   

 

Parent Work Day 

We just wanted to thank the parents who 

worked on the Montessori Elementary 

House grounds.  There was an enormous 

amount of work done weeding, mulching, 

washing the house, cleaning gutters, and 

trimming bushes.  Thank you!  It looks 

lovely. 

 

Miss Marilyn 

Miss Emily 

Miss Sarah 

Miss Constance 

News from the Montessori Elementary House 

Hello White Oak Families, 

 

What a wonderful beginning to our 

school year!!  

 

The children spent the first few days 

of school exploring the different ar-

eas in the classroom, making friends, 

enjoying snack and working on the 

different materials. They also learned 

the basics of the work cycle, like 

bringing a work to the rug, rolling up 

the rug and putting the work away 

after they are done. At line time we have 

enjoyed some music, games, and stories 

and are now l earning how to introduce 

ourselves to each other. We also had a 

carrot peeling activity and the children 

enjoyed peeling their own carrots, chop-

ping them and having them as a snack.  

 

Thank you to Clara and Tulinôs family for 

snack and Danielôs family for laundry. 

 

Enjoy the pictures!  

White Oak Class News 
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River Birch & Canoe Birch Class News 

This has been a great first two weeks of 

class, this year.  So many happy faces and 

eager minds and bodies.  The Kindergart-

ners are taking their leadership roles very 

seriously.  In some cases, they ways they 

can help the little ones. 

 

The new children are enjoying practical 

life and caring for the pets.  Everyone is 

enjoying Angieôs food preparation activi-

ties.  So far, we have peeled carrots and 

cucumbers. 

 

We are studying the concepts of living and 

not living as well as what animals and ob-

jects can be found on the land, in the water 

and in the air. 

 

Please check 

smugmug for 

photos and 

videos of the 

children at 

work. 

 

Thank you to 

Meghna 

Varma and 

Naho Kihara for 

washing our laun-

dry.  Thank you to 

Dylanôs and Aniôs 

families and Tiina 

Jaagosild for pro-

viding snack.  

And thanks to 

Cora and Lena for 

the beautiful flow-

ers for classroom. 

 

Heather, Angie and Somdatta 

Thank you, 

Red Oak 

parents, for 

allowing us 

to care and 

guide your 

children.  

The return-

ing children 

have begun 

the process 

of working.  

Our newly 

enrolled 

friends, who 

are experi-

encing their first Montessori experience, 

we are taking much time and care in help-

ing guide these friends.  We will all be 

settled as a group very soon.  We need 

your help with a few items your children 

need to help make them comfortable.  If 

your child does not have extra clothes in 

her/his bathroom cubby, we will need a set 

or two soon.  Also, if you would like to 

include an extra pair of socks in your 

child's bag each day please do so and Dilya 

and I will refer to the bag when friends are 

unhappy about wet socks.  Thanks!   

 

You might have noticed the posted Sep-

tember calendar outside of our classroom.  

The calendar includes our specials, volun-

teer opportunities, as well as all school 

notices.   

 

Lena Atkinson, our office manager, along 

with Erica, post beautiful pictures of your 

children for our families on Smugmug.  I 

am certain you have received access to that 

site and password.  Enjoy!   

 

If I could take a moment to describe to you 

our practical life exercises in the class-

room.  All of our friends enjoy pouring, 

sorting, polish cleaning, shoe shining, cof-

fee bean grinding, cleaning and preparing 

foods for friends.  These life exercises en-

hance the development of task organiza-

tion and 

cognitive 

order 

through 

care of self 

and care of 

the envi-

ronment.  

The refine-

ment of 

fine and 

physical 

motor de-

velopment 

is a bonus.  

Dilya takes 

much pride 

in preparing 

the practical 

life shelves 

each and 

every day 

for our 

friends.  

Thank you, 

Dilya!   

 

According 

to Maria 

Montessori, 

 

"...the most 

important 

period of 

life is not the age of university studies, but 

the first one, the period from birth to the 

age of six.  For that is the time with man's 

intelligence itself, his greatest implement, 

is being formed.   

 

We are all fortunate, including myself, to 

be reminded of how special and delicate 

the human spirit, and so many in our com-

munities, our country, our continent, and in 

our world do not experience the care and 

love the human spirit so desires age birth 

to six.   

 

Peace, Anita  

Red Oak Class News 


